


Dame Meg Hiller MP

| am so very sorry that | am unable to

join you all for the celebration of Bangla
Housing Association’s 30th anniversary and
the 50th anniversary of the Independence
of Bangladesh.

Bangla is more than just a housing provider
and its success in securing funding to
provide a Covid advice service is an
example of this. This can-do attitude,
rooted in the needs of the community that
it serves, is what makes Bangla so specidal.

| first met Bashir when we worked for

a different housing association. His
neighbourhood office in Tower Hamlets had
the feel of a community hub. He’s brought
that to Bangla and has been a driving force
in it going from strength to strength. One
of the best things about Hackney is that
we have the whole world in our borough. So
many different communities, cultures, and
cuisines, making Hackney and East London
all the richer.

It is fitting that this celebration takes place
in Hackney where so many Bangladeshis
have contributed so much to our
community. Please pass on my best wishes
to everyone attending. | look forward to
seeing you again before too long.




John Biggs, Executive
Mayor of Tower Hamlets

| am delighted that Bangla Housing
Association is celebrating their 30th
anniversary as well as the 50th anniversary
of Bangladesh’s independence.

Since its establishment, the Association
has provided good quality, affordable
homes, and support services for those

in need within the local Black, Asian and
minority ethnic communities and the wider
community too.

During the pandemic we have seen

the true community spirit of the East
End shine through, with so many people
and local organisations volunteering to
help one another during difficult and
unprecedented times.

As an organisation, Bangla Housing
Association made a huge difference,

and they are delivering valuable support

to our community. The Association’s
anniversary gives us an opportunity to mark
their success and celebrate the difference
they’ve made and continue to make.

I’d like to thank all of those who have
donated their time and dedication to
make this possible. Congratulations to
everyone involved.




Philip Glanville
Mayor of Hackney

As Mayor of Hackney, | am honoured to

be able to personally contribute a note

of thanks to Bangla Housing Association
and its invaluable contribution to Hackney
and the wider East London community.

It is a privilege to be part of the 30-year
anniversary celebrations and to help
document Bangla Housing Association’s
tireless efforts to not only improve the lives
of members of the Bangladeshi community
but to Hackney’s community as a whole.
With collaborative partnership working,
astounding passion and commitment,
Bangla Housing Association has risen
dbove the challenges presented by this
Government to deliver housing and support
services to its residents. As a testament

to Bangla’s strength in its leadership and
management, they mobilised and secured
funding from the National Lottery to set

up the Bangla Covid-19 Advice Project.

This project worked tirelessly alongside its
volunteers to deliver public health messages
to over 40,000 Bangladeshi residents across
Hackney and Tower Hamlets.

In recognition of this, | was pleased to
dedicate to Bangla Housing a Mayor’s
Civic Award for their contributions to the
pandemic response. As one of the most
genuinely diverse boroughs in London, | am
proud of our Bangladeshi community and
their contributions made to life in the UK.

| am also pleased to be able to share in

the celebrations of Bangladesh’s 50 years
of independence and look forward to
supporting future events in this special year.

Best wishes,




£

Kate Henderson
Chief Executive, NHF

On behalf of all my colleagues at the National
Housing Federation, I'd like to extend our
warmest congratulations on the 30th
anniversary of Bangla Housing Association
as well as the 50th Anniversary of the
Independence of Bangladesh. For three
decades now you have provided homes and
support to the Bangladeshi community in
Hackney, Islington and Waltham Forest. |
know you have changed countless lives for
the better amongst the communities you
serve. Your values - valuing your customers,
being accountable to communities,
demonstrating integrity, treating people with
respect, respecting diversity — shine through
in all you do.

A recent example of your impact is the
innovative and ambitious Covid 19 Advice
Project that you have so tirelessly worked
on since the start of the pandemic. Your
work has undoubtedly saved lives amongst
Bangladeshi communities who had not
previously been offered virus prevention
information in the right language or format.
We greatly appreciate your openness to
share the Covid19 Advice Project resources
with housing associations across the
country and value your collaborative spirit.
On this significant anniversary, | also want
to recognise Bangla Housing Association’s
role as an active member of BME London
Landlords. By working collaboratively with
other BME housing associations you have
adchieved even more for BME communities
across the capital and strengthened our
sector’s relationship with the Greater London
Authority. We value your membership of the
NHF and look forward to many more years of
working together.




Ben Laryea, Chair BME
London Landlords

Congratulations Bangla Housing
Association on its 30-year celebration

As Chair of BME London Landlords, | and
my colleagues, 13 Chief Executives of
partner London based BME HA’s | would
like to congratulate Bangla Housing
Association on its 30th anniversary, which
coincides with the 50th anniversary of the
independence of Bangladesh as a nation
state. Bangla Housing Association like

our other BME led registered social
landlords, have a significant history and
track record, in establishing itself as a
robust community facing organisation
seeking to help and support Bangladeshi’s
and other diverse communities access
quality affordable housing.

Achieving the milestone of operating for

30 years bolstering the BME led Housing
Movement with homes in Hackney, Islington
and Waltham Forest, and advocating for
the Bangladeshi community, delivering

and maintaining the highest standards

in providing housing management and
maintenance services to its tenants and
residents is a significant achievement.

The importance of the role that Bangla
Housing Association has played over 30
years cannot be understated. Although a
small community facing social landlord, a
look at their annual reports over the years
show the dedicated community service
they have consistently provide for the
users that access their services. Bangla’s
body of work demonstrates the need for
organisations with diverse leadership




that understand the culture, dynamics
and experience of migrant communities.
Community organisations serve to create
social value and provide support to
communities where the government, local
authority and many others can’t.

Bashir Uddin and his staff team at Bangla
deserve all the plaudits they are getting
currently, having worked tirelessly showing
leadership over the past 18 months in the
most difficult of circumstances, putting
the needs of the Bangladeshi community
first, during the COVID pandemic. Our
collaborative group were extremely proud
to have been in some way be part involved
in working with Bangla Housing Association
to support the development of the award-
winning Bangla COVID19 Advice Project.

Bangla Housing Association have
deservedly garnered national press
attention for mobilising a Bangladeshi
focused community response providing
advice and support to keep the community
safe after disproportional fatalities
impacted Bangladeshis early in the COVID
pandemic. This is indicative of the type
community programmes Bangla Housing
Association has delivered over and above
the social housing they had provided since
it was first established 30 years ago.

As we head into a new era of social
challenges coming out of a pandemic it
feels reassuring to acknowledge Bangla
Housing Association’s achievement of
the milestone of 30 years longevity. Here’s
to everyone involved at Bangla Housing
Association, continuing to serve its
community for many more years to come.




1) Seamen outside Dunbar House,
West India Dock Road, 1920s
2) Bengali children, Brick Lane, 1978

N the UK




A further wave of immigration came
following Independence War in 1971,

when Bangladesh split away from Pakistan
following a brutal civil war. Changes in the
immigration laws in the UK began to allow
only wives and children under sixteen years
of age to join their husbands and fathers,
who were already settled in the country.
As a result, most new arrivals since 1971
were family members of men who already
lived in the United Kingdom.

In the late 1970s, the collapse of heavy
industries led to mass-scale redundancy in
the British Sylheti community. This led them
to begin opening their own restaurants
andtakeaways throughout the country.
Curry houses known as Indian restaurants,
which were mainly owned and run by
Bangladeshis spread to every corner of the
country. Brick Lane and the surrounding
dreas became famous for curry houses.
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In the 1970s, there was a large rise in the
number of racial attacks on Bangladeshis.
“White power” gangs of skinheads

began to roam the Brick Lane areaq,

where they vanddalised property and spat
at Bangladeshi children. In response, these
children were allowed out of school early,
with their mothers walking to work in groups
to shield them from potential violence.
Parents began to start imposing curfews on
their kids for their own safety. Council flats
were fitted with fire-proof letterboxes to
protect Bangladeshi tenants from racially
motivated arson.

On 4 May 1978, Altab Ali, a 25-year-old

was murdered in a racist attack, as he
walked home from work. The murder took
place near the corner of Adler Street and
Whitechapel Road by St Mary's Churchyard.
The killers were three teenage boys, and
they left a message on a nearby wall which
said, "We’re back". This then led to over
7,000 Bangladeshis including others to take
part in a demonstration against racist
violence and marched behind Altab Ali's
coffin to Number 10 Downing Street. This
was a turning point for the Bangladeshi
community, particularly the youths who
began to fight back creating committees
and groups such as the Bangladeshi Youth
Movement. The name Altab Ali became
symbolic with a movement of resistance
against racist attacks and remains linked
with this struggle for human rights. The Park
where he was killed was named after him

in 1998 and has become a destination for
demonstrations against all forms of
injustice and discrimination




On the 26 March 2021 the Bangladeshi
community celebrated Bangladesh’s
golden anniversary. Due to the pandemic
people could not gather in large groups,
attend meetings and seminars to celebrate
this historical milestone. Many people in
the Bangladeshi community will have been
affected by the Bangladesh’s 9 months
liberation war against Pakistan in 1971.

The lighting of the London Eye and other
London landmarks on 26 March 2021 in

red and green, Bangladesh’s flag was
really moving and lifted the spirit of the
community that had been impacted so
badly by the Covid-19 pandemic.

This year, at Bangla Housing Association
we dre very happy to celebrate both

the Associations 30th Anniversary
coinciding with the 50th Anniversary of
the Independence of our beloved nation of

Bangladesh.

In the 1980s, it became apparent that many
black and ethnic minority households were
being ignored and often discriminated by
the private and social housing providers.

A growing number of these people were
living in city slums: privately rented homes
that were often damp, inadequate and
overcrowded. BME community groups
began to campaign for better housing and
support for those in needs and this have
led to creation of most of the BME “housing
associations,” not for profit groups that
were created to ensure quality homes for
those in need. Bangla Housing Association
is one of many that were originally focussed
on a specific ethnic group but has emerged
to serve dll residents regardless of their
backgrounds.




The Bangladeshi community remained one
of the most deprived and underprivileged
communities in the UK, in terms of housing,
employment, health, and life expectancy.
Runnymede Trust and NHS England's

resedrch has shown that Covid-19
disproportionately impacted those

living in poor neighbourhoods, with
underlying health issues, overcrowded
housing, multigenerational families, and in
low-paid frontline employment.

Data from Public Health England and the
Office of National Statistics have shown
that Covid death rate amongst BME
communities was higher than the white
community. The death rate amongst
Bangladeshis was highest of all ethnic
groups and more than twice of the

white population.

Covid-19 exposed long-standing structural
inequalities that exists in our society. If the

government is serious about “levelling up”
to deal with these issues, then it will need
to seriously reconsider a strategy of long
term and sustained programme of remedial
interventions.

Bangla was established in April 1991 by

a group of Bangladeshi people living in
Hackney, to assist and support
disadvantaged people in the community
particularly those who were living in poor
and overcrowded housing conditions

in the London Borough of Hackney. In April
1991, Abdus Sattar, late founding chair,
Soab Uddin, late founding secretary, Faruk
Ahmed, former Chair and others met with
Clir Simon Mathews, ClIr Saleem Siddiqui,
and Mike Hanks CEO of ISHA at Hackney
Town Hall. At this meeting, they agreed to
set up a housing association called Hackney
Bangladeshi Housing Association (HBHA).
In March 1995, the name of HBHA

was changed to Bangla Housing
Association (BHA).




O

Formation of
Hackney
Bangladeshi
Housing
Association

‘Sattar Mews’, a
terrace of 9 houses
received from NIHHA
for our management

(how Peabody) nhamed

after Abdus Sattar,
Bangla’s founder
chairman.

Returned all ’75
Hackney void’
units to the
Council.

Completed transfer

of 16 properties

at lvy Lodge

and Vista House
into our ownership
from ISHA.

Completed transfer
of 13 properties

at David Divine
House and
Osbaldeston Rd.
into our ownership
from L&Q.

Registered with
the Friendly
Society

as anindustrial
Provident Society

Received 57
‘Hackney Void?’
units from
Guinness Trust,
taking units

into management
to over 150.

Received a block
of 15 units at
Duke House
from PCHA
(nowNotting Hill
Genesis)

25 years
since
Bangla was
first
established.

Completed
transfer

of 31scattered
propetrties into
our ownership
from ISHA.

Received first
two units for
management
at Sydner Rd.
from ISHA

Appointed
Bashir
Uddin as
Director,
now CEO).

Units in
management
reached 250
following receipt
of 2 units at
Compton

House

from ISHA.

Completed
transfer of 9
units at Holloway
Rd. into our
ownership from
ISHA. Total units
in ownership 95

Queen’s rep
acknowledging
Bashir Uddin,
Bangla CEO’s
‘exceptional
contribution

to life in Greater
London through
BCAP’s work’




Appointed first Name of HBHA
paid employee First office changed to
with help from premises at Bangla Housing
the Tudor Trust. 243 Lower Association
Clapton Rd,
opened.

Bangla signed Units in

the partnership management Registered
agreement with reached 200 with the Housing
the North River with handover Corporation as
Alliance (NRA) of 3 units at a Registered

Aspect House Social Landlord
owned by ISHA.

Accredited
Completed our Movedtonew  investorin
first transfer and offices at 100 people
the purchase of Morning Lane,
70 properties from Hackney.
three partner
Registered
Providers.

In partnership

with Hackney Outbreak Set up Bangla
Lzl s of Covid-19 Covid-19 Advice
started one-year pangemia Project (BCAP)
PEoR / announced from the National
women successfully
national Lottery.

lockdown.

O Working

from home

completed the course.

Bangla Covid-19
Advice Project
(BCAP) received
Hackney Mayor’s
Civic Award




Bangla HA currently owns 139 and
manages 126 properties owned by

7 partner Registered Providers in the
London Boroughs of Hackney, Islington,
and Waltham Forest. Also, we are
working in partnership with a 14-member,
BME London Landlords group, sharing
resources, best practice, achieving cost
saving and value for money in the
services we provide to our residents
and the community.

Bangla is also a member of the North

River Alliance. The NRA is a 11-member
development partnership of locally based
housing associations in North and East
London. Bangla is a member of the National
Housing Federation and BME National.

Bangla HA now provides housing and
support services to people from diverse
ethnic backgrounds in the London
Boroughs of Hackney, Islington, and

Waltham Forest.

Over 80% of our residents are on low
income and on benefits. Over 85%

are from Black and Minority Ethnic
communities. Over 90% of households
have one or more children under 16 years
of age and over 10% of households

have one or more elderly person living

in the family. Over 45% of our residents
dre Bangladeshi.




Messages
from Residents

| am a new tenant of Bangla Housing
Association. This is my first tenancy. | am
very happy with the way Bangla staff have
made me feel at ease in taking up new
responsibilities as a social housing tenant
for the first time. They helped me with
everything that | needed to know and do
before moving into my home. | am looking
forward to a long and happy relationship
with my new landlords, Bangla Housing.

| really want to say thanks to Shah, Fatima
and Leena for the kindness and support
specially in this time when | am really
struggling. So, | am very happy and
grateful to them.

Congratulations to Bangla Housing
Association for your award-winning
services to the community for the past 30
years. | am proud to be a tenant of yours!

Congratulations to Bangla Housing
Association on its 30th Anniversary.
Congratulations too to the Bangladeshi
community on this 50th Anniversary of
the Independence of Bangladesh. | am
very happy to have been your tenant

for 16 years. Thank you for providing
excellent services to your tenants and the
community for all these years. Bangla will
be remembered most for your innovative
and incredible lifesaving Bangla Covid-19
Advice Project, helping the community
through the pandemic.




Bangla is currently run by a team of
highly experienced, enthusiastic, and
multi-lingual staff team supported

by a passionate voluntary Board

of Management.

Three of the four staff members have
been working for Bangla for over 17 years
illustrating the strength and knowledge of
our staff team of the community we serve.

We are clear about our purpose and that is
to promote community cohesion, empower
communities by raising aspirations and
ensuring our customers have access to all
available benefits and services.

We provide culturally sensitive services
to all our residents and clients. We have
very active and supportive residents’
groups and two residents in our board of
management helping us to continuously
improve our services to meet the needs
of our clients. We are encouraged by
the positive feedback we receive from
our residents and clients.




In addition to managing homes and
neighbourhoods we actively support and
engage with the community by hosting
workshops for healthy living, ESOL classes,
improving language, literacy, and IT skills.
Engaging young people through sports
and providing work experience placements
for local school and college students.

We provide a “drop-in” service for local
people seeking advice on housing,

welfare benefits, utility bill payments

and for managing debts. We are a referral
agency for the local Citizen’s Advice
Bureau and sign posting people to relevant
service providers.

To help and support our residents and the
community through the pandemic, we

set up the Bangla Covid-19 Advice Project
(BCAP), funded by the National Lottery for
6 months from October 2020 to March 2021.
We received very positive feedback from
our residents and the community and
complements from our partners and the
local authorities for delivering this timely
and lifesaving work through the pandemic.
BCAP’s work has been widely recognised
in local and national media. BCAP was
awarded a Hackney Mayor’s Civic

Award on 21 July 2021 for its work during
the pandemic.

We have published a detailed community
impact report with important information
gathered from speaking and engaging
with our residents and the community as to
how Covid-19 impacted on them and what
further support they need to recover from
the tragic impact of the pandemic on many
families and individuals.




Looking Forward

Continuing with the unfinished BCAP’s work
we are in contact with the National Lottery
and other funders to help us to deliver our
next project

Working in partnership with Faith
Regen Foundation, Dorset Community
Association, BME London Landlords, BCRP
will provide targeted advice and support
to meet the needs of the Bangladeshi
community in East London in the following
dreas as we come out of the Covid-19
pandemic lockdown.

- Health and Wellbeing
- Employment and Training
- Financial support

‘Amarr bari, amar jibon’
[My home, my life]

: developing living environments for
Bangladeshi elders.

Bangla Housing Association is partnering
with the Open University and Housing LIN
to research diversity and inclusion in living
environments and communities by
focusing on the lives of Bangladeshi
elders living in East London; in particular,
in Hackney and Tower Hamlets. For this
project we are seeking funding from the
Dunhill Trust. If successful, the project will
commence in 2022 and run over 3 years
until 2025.




We will be seeking to take on the ownership
of as many more managed properties as
possible from the owing RP partners,

to further secure and improve our

financial and organisational capacity.

We will seek new development
opportunities through development
partnerships with L&Q, NRA and Newlon.

Working in partnership with BME London
Landlords group and other partnership
models we will be seeking to achieve
service improvements through cost
savings, learning from best practice,

sharing knowledge and resources to
provide value for money for our residents
and the community.
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